February 28, 2022
Honorable Chair Luz Rivas
Assembly Natural Resources Committee State Capitol
Room 164 Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB-1640 (Ward, Bennett, Mullin, and Quirk) — Support

Dear Chair Rivas and Committee Members:
On behalf of the San Diego Green New Deal Alliance (SDGNDA) and undersigned member
organizations, we are writing to express our support for AB-1640, a bill that would establish
Regional Climate Networks across the state to facilitate collaboration and coordination on
climate solutions.
The SDGNDA is a coalition of over 60 organizations dedicated to achieving a zero carbon San
Diego region in a way that creates family-sustaining union jobs and results in just, vibrant
communities that benefit each and every resident. Given the need for coordinated regional
efforts in addressing climate change through equitable and effective policy implementation, we
see the urgency of passing this bill.
The most recent climate tool developed by San Diego County – a Policy Analysis of the
Regional Decarbonization Framework, revealed that no government of the region is on track
to reach emission reduction commitments necessary to reach zero carbon by 2045.
Furthermore, the analysis highlighted that social equity in Climate Action Plans are limited,
inconsistent, and unspecific.

With San Diego ranking as the seventh most polluted metropolitan area in the United States,
accomplishing these regional goals is critical to stopping the worst impacts of the climate crisis
from further harming all of our communities, but particularly, Communities of Concern standing
at the frontline of the climate emergency. This report further illustrates the essential need to
establish Regional Climate Networks.
Effective climate adaptation and mitigation programs will require collaboration among local,
regional, and state entities in order to augment local capacity, support best practice sharing,
engage in research and data analysis, and monitor progress of adaptation and mitigation plans.
While the composition of the networks will vary depending on the specific needs of the region,
developing and publishing state guidelines would help ensure equity in representation and
governing structures across networks, as well as provide a blueprint for success.
As a multisectorial coalition composed of environmental, social justice, and labor organizations,
we recognize that a shift to a regional network with key stakeholders that includes elected
officials, metropolitan planning organizations, climate collaboratives, and Community Based
Organizations, is vital to achieving our climate goals and ensuring a safe, livable, and equitable
California.
For this reason, we urge your support for AB-1640, and thank you for your consideration.
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